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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT NEW YORK TIMES EDITORIAL WEDNESDAY 
DECEMBER 1 HEADED "LEGACY FOR MR. LOPEZ. 1 ’ 

2. WHEN HE TAKES THE OATH AS PRESIDENT OF MEXICO TODAY, 

JOSE LOPEZ PORTILLO MAY REFLECT ON THE MAXIM: I CAN DEFEND 
MYSELF AGAINST MY ENEMIES; BUT GOD PROTECT ME FROM MY 
FRIENDS. RETIRING PRESIDENT LUIS ECHEVERRIA ALVAREZ 
SURPRISED EVERYONE LAST YEAR BY PICKING MR. LOPEZ TO BE HIS 
SUCCESSOR; BUT HE HAS BEQUEATHED HIS LIFELONG FRIEND STAG- 
GERING PROBLEMS: POLITICAL UNREST. 20 PERCENT INFLATION; 30 
PERCENT UNEMPLOYMENT, HUGE BUDGET AND TRADE DEFICITS AND THE 
COUNTRY'S WORST FINANCIAL CRISIS IN 65 YEARS. 

3. MR. ECHEVERRIA'S ADMINISTRATION IS NOT ENTIRELY TO BLAME 
FOR A DEPRESSION THAT AFFLICTS MANY COUNTRIES IN GREATER OR 
LESSER DEGREE. BUT IT CANNOT ESCAPE RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
POLICIES THAT INCREASED THE BUDGET DEFICIT 600 PERCENT IN 

SIX YEARS, EXPANDED THE NUMBER OF STATEOWNED ENTERPRISES 
EIGHT-FOLD, AND CUT THE VALUE OF THE PESO BY OVER HALF IN 
THE LAST THREE MONTHS WITHOUT ACHIEVING ANTICIPATED BENEFITS 
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4. THE RETIRING PRESIDENT ADDED ANOTHER HOST OF INTRACTA- 
BLE PROBLEMS TO HIS BEQUEST ELEVEN DAYS BEFORE LEAVING 
OFFICE WHEN HE ABRUPTLY EXPROPRIATED 240,000 ACRES OF 
AGRICULTURAL LAND IN NORTHWESTERN MEXICO, TO BE DISTRI- 
BUTED IN SMALL HOLDINGS TO 8,000 PEASANT FAMILIES. THIS 
ENCOURAGED ADDITIONAL UNAUTHORIZED LAND SEIZURES, PRO- 
VOKED NOT ONLY THE DISPOSSESSED LANDLORDS BUT THEIR ALLIES 
IN BUSINESS, AND ACCELERATED THE FLIGHT OF CAPITAL OUT 

OF THE COUNTRY. 

5. MR.ECHEVERRIA MADE A VIGOROUS EFFORT IN SIX YEARS TO 
PROVIDE A BETTER LIFE FOR THE VAST MAJORITY OF MEXICANS 
WHO REMAIN ABYSMALLY POOR. HIS FAULT WAS THE FAMILIAR 
ONE OF TRYING TO ACCOMPLISH TOO MUCH OVER TOO SHORT A 
PERIOD, AND THE EFFECTS WERE PARTICULARLY DAMAGING IN A 
TIME OF WORLDWIDE INFLATION. AND FOR SEVERAL YEARS, MANY 
MEXICANS FELT HE WAS TRYING HARDER TO BECOME LEADER OF THE 
DEVELOPING NATIONS AND SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS THAN TO KEEP THINGS ON TRACK AT HOME. 

6. NOW MR. LOPEZ MUST DEAL WITH THE CONSEQUENCES: SEVERE 
RECESSION AND ROARING INFLATION; THE RISING HOPES OF THE 
POOR; EXPECTATIONS FOR A SWING TO CONSERVATIONISM BY THE 
MIDDLE-CLASS AND THE RICH; THE NECESSITY FOR CUTTING PUB- 
LIC SPENDING AND IMPOSING AUSTERITY WHILE CONSERVING AS 
MANY ECHEVERRIA REFORMS AS POSSIBLE. 

7. IN SHORT, MR. LOPEZ MUST WALK A POLITICAL TIGHTROPE, 
CONSCIOUS OF THE NEED TO RECREATE A CLIMATE FOR BUSINESS 
EXPANSION AND CAPITAL INVESTMENT, BUT AWARE THAT TOO 
ABRUPT A RETREAT COULD BRING HIM UNDER ATTACK BY THE MAN 
WHO PICKED HIM TO BE PRESIDENT. IN HIS INAUGURAL HE CAN 

IN GOOD CONSCIENCE PAY TRIBUTE TO THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 
THE ECHEVERRIA GOVERNMENT; BUT AS HE SETS OUT ON THE 
TIGHTROPE HE MUST WONDER WHY HIS PREDECESSOR AND FRIEND 
FELT IT NECESSARY SO LATE IN HIS TERM TO PUT SO MANY 
ADDITIONAL OBSTACLES ON THE COURSE. ROBINSON 
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